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THE NAIL  
 

 

As the story goes, they built a new 

church building and people came from far 

and wide to see it.  They admired its 

beauty!  Up on the roof, a little nail heard 

the people praising everything about the 

lovely structure ð except the nail!  No one 

even knew he was there, and he became 

angry and jealous. 
 

ñIf I am that insignificant, nobody will 

miss me if I quit!ò  So the nail then 

released its hold, slid down the roof, and 

fell in the mud. 
 

That night it rained and rained.  Soon, 

the shingle that had no nail blew away, and 

the roof began to leak.  The water streaked 

the walls and the beautiful murals.  The 

plaster began to fall, the carpet was stained, 

and the pulpit Bible was ruined by water.  

All this because a little nail decided to quit! 
 

But what of the nail?  While holding the 

shingle, it was obscure but it was also 

useful.  Buried in the mud it was just as 

obscure, but now it was useless and would 

soon be eaten up by rust! 
 

The moral of the story ð EVERY 

MEMBER IS IMPORTANT TO THE 

CHURCH!  You may, like the nail, feel 

obscure at times, but just like the nail, your 

absence is felt.  When you are not present 

for worship, in some way the body of 

Christ hurts.  We are ALL a part of the 

Lordôs ministry. 

 
Author Unknown 
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Pastor Linda Golden X203 

Pastor Michelle Werner X205 
 

Susan Harrison X200 

Parish Secretary 
 

Kathy Weinberg X202 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Ann Buland X206 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

 

Melissa Lloyd X206 

Assistant Director of Music Ministries 
 

 

Debbie LaFontaine/Carol Koponen X204 

Kids Hope USA 
 

Martha Rotter X208 

Director of Tiny Tots 
 

Pastors Days Off: 

Friday-Pastor Linda Golden 

Thursday-Pastor Michelle Werner 
 

When to contact the clergy: 
There are a number of pastoral situations that 

warrant contacting the clergy: 

Any hospital stay: illness, surgery, etc. 

Substance abuse involving you or a 

loved one 

Domestic problems of any sort, marital 

or children 

Birth of a child 

Marriage (before you set the date!) 

Deathðcall when a person is dying and 

at the actual time of death, regardless of 

the hour! 

When you desire spiritual  

direction 
 

How to contact the clergy: 

Non-emergency situations: 

Email the clergy 

Call the clergy to make an 

appointment 

Emergenciesðtry in this order: 

Call either clergy at the office. 

Call the church office, almost 

always aware of where they are 

during business hours. 

Pastorsô cell phones. 

Pastor Goldenôs home phone. 

Ƃ 
Clip this information to 

use as a referenceðon 

your refrigeratorðor as 

a Bible marker. 
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TIMES TO CALL THE PASTOR  
 

Hopefully this information will remind everyone of 

the love and supportive care your pastors seek to 

provide.  God has instituted the Holy Ministry for the 

purpose of helping and edifying people through the 

Gospel.  It saddens your pastors when they hear too late 

about a problem that one of their members had, when if 

given an opportunity they might have been able to help.  

In todayôs complex society and congregational life, we 

depend more and more on the judgment of our 

members to recognize when they need spiritual help 

and to request it from us.  Therefore, we have listed a 

number of occasions when you should consider calling 

one of your pastors.  It is not an exhaustive list, but it 

will serve as a guide and possibly alert you to other 

occasions as well. 

 

 

1.  BEFORE GOING TO THE HOSPITAL  
We would like to call on members and pray with 

them while they are in the hospital.  If there is to be 

surgery, we would like to see you beforehand.  Please 

let us know in advance, if possible. 

 

2.  WHEN SOMEONE IS GOING TO MARRY  
Contact a pastor as early as possible for helpful 

suggestions, to take care of necessary scheduling, and 

to arrange for pre-marital counseling.  Before making a 

final commitment on a reception hall, see if the 

sanctuary is available for your desired date and time. 

 

3.  WHEN THERE ARE MARITAL PROBLEMS  
Quite often a pastor can provide helpful counseling 

or arrange professional counseling.  Couples who take 

their marriage vows seriously, who have a Christian 

view of marriage and who seek counseling, can often 

save their marriage and build a stronger, healthier 

relationship.  We urge you not to go to a lawyer first, 

and then ask us to bless decisions that have already 

been made. 

 

4.  WHEN A BABY IS BORN 

We like to call on new mothers in the hospital, 

rejoice with them, pray Godôs blessing upon them and 

their family, and provide information about Holy 

Baptism.  A prayer is customarily offered the following 

Sunday at worship. 

 

5.  BEFORE SOMEONE LEAVES FOR 

COLLEGE, MILITARY SERVICE OR SOME 

OTHER VENTURE  
It is our desire to maintain a close relationship with 

our young people during their joyous yet difficult years 

away from home and congregation.  It is important to 

give us their new address so we can correspond, send 

newsletters, etc.   We also  like  to  see them  when they 

return home, and discuss their experiences.  Usually 

there is also a campus pastor or chaplain at their college 

or base. 

 

6.  WHEN YOU WOULD LIKE TO TALK OR 

PRAY ABOUT A DIFFICULT DECISION  

Big decisions about vocations, marriage partners, 

important changes in your life should be ñtalked out 

and prayed through.ò  We stand ready to discuss such 

matters in an atmosphere of confidentiality, non-

judgment and prayer. 

 

7.  WHEN YOU KNOW SOMEONE IN NEED OF 

SPIRITUAL HELP  

Often someone who needs help doesnôt seek it.  

Sometimes we can minister to such a person if you call 

our attention to the situation in confidence.  Though our 

first responsibility is to our own members who have 

called us, we are happy to respond and show Godôs 

love to people who have no church membership 

whenever possible. 

 

8.  WHEN THERE IS A DEATH IN THE FAMILY  

A pastor should be called, if possible before a 

member of your family dies.  We would like to help the 

family understand and prepare as death draws near and 

a loved one prepares to meet our Savior.  We also wish 

to be present at the moment of death; please donôt 

hesitate to call even in the middle of the night.  Our 

counsel can also be helpful before seeing the funeral 

director.  We strongly urge that funeral services for 

church members be held in church where Baptism, 

Confirmation, Marriage, Holy Communion and faithful 

worship have been observed.  Thereðin the 

community of faithðthe joyful hope of the resurrection 

can be shared. 

 

9.  WHEN THERE IS A PROLONGED 

REACTION TO GRIEF OR YOU ARE 

SPIRITUALLY DEPRESSED  

It is perfectly normal to experience grief when a 

loved one dies, or to experience depression at times, 

but God wants you to pass through these into the 

sunshine and strength of normal life.  You do not have 

to struggle against these things alone.  God is near, and 

your pastors will try to help.  They will not offer you 

miracle pills or easy answers, but they will understand 

the depth of your problem and seek to help you back to 

the reality and confidence of your faith. 

 

10.  WHEN YOU ARE FULL OF JOY AND WANT 

TO SHARE IT  

You need not wait until there is a problem to call your 

pastors.  They are happy to share good feelings with 

you and to join you in giving thanks and praise to God. 
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Holy Trinityõs WELCA 

Leadership Team  
Margaret Ash  

Sue Deacon  

Shirley Glazier  

Michelle Groven -Nelson  

Martha Rotter  

and Kathy Weinberg  

Paul Drenkow, 

Missions Chair 

Where Are You, God? 
Pastor Rod Buland, Speaker 

March 18 at 6:00pm ð 

March 19 at 5:00pm 

Finding Faith and Hope in Hopeless Times 

 

This retreat will use the book of Psalms as the 

primary resource to address some of the fears and 

frustrations of life.  Using both the Psalms of 

Lament and Psalms of Praise (supplemented with 

other Biblical resources), we will look at ways that 

men of faith through the ages have been able to 

cry out to God when the problems and issues of 

life seemed almost insurmountable.  By their 

witness, we will journey into our own anxieties 

and concerns, and learn that we can both be honest 

with God in the darkest and loneliest times, when 

it seems God isnôt even present, and also find hope 

in all of the times of human life.  We bring our 

open hearts, but also our songs of praise and 

thanksgiving. 

 

Whether we are in a time of turmoil now or 

have recently come through that, we know that 

crises in life are inevitable and unavoidable.  This 

retreat will support those who are currently in the 

midst of a life crisis, and give all some resources 

to hold on to for times ahead. 

 

The Reverend Rodney L. Buland 

Wednesday, March 2 ñRummage 

Sale designation meeting  after NOW 

dinner.  All are welcome to help decide where the 

rummage sale proceeds will go.  Along with 

supporting Holy Trinityôs WELCA budget, 10% of 

the rummage sale proceeds support the synod and 

churchwide womenôs organization, and another 

25% is donated to missions.  �:�H�¶�U�H���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U��
suggestions for mission designations for the 

spring rummage sale.  WELCA tries to focus on 

local missions who serve women and children.  

Designation forms are available in the church 

office.  You may submit your missions request to 

any of the WELCA leadership team before our 

March designation meeting. 
 

Saturday, March 26 ñWomen's 

retreat and quilt show.   Come!  Be 

refreshed and renewed!  Please plan to attend a  

spiritual retreat at Prince of Peace, Ida.  

Scholarships are available.  Cost is $35.00ðSee 

signup on the kiosk in the narthex for more 

information. 
 

April 3 to 9 ñRummage Sale Week!   

As you are doing your spring cleaning, set aside 

things you donôt use or need for our rummage sale.  

Many hands are needed to sort, fold and organize 

for our rummage sale! 
 

May (event to be determined)   We 

usually end our program year in May with 

something funðperhaps a special dinner out,  a 

theatre outing or a progressive dinner ð Do you 

have a suggestion?  Share it with one of the 

leadership team members. 
 

Submitted by Kathy Weinberg 


