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Did you know that Holy Trinity had 

its ñfirst homeò at Lincoln 

Elementary School, in the Coventry 

Gardens subdivision area of 

Livonia?  Itôs true, according to 

charter member, Denise (Denny) 

Hostetter.  Denny shared some of her 

many recollections with Laura 

Kloiber by phone last week.   

Denny was born in Detroit, and was 

an only child.   She is ñcradleò 

Lutheran, having been raised in a 

Missouri Synod Church.  She met 

her husband, Dick, while attending 

Redford High School. After 

graduating, Denny studied at 

Hillsdale College, while Dick studied 

at Michigan Tech. After college, Dick 

went to work in Ohio.   Denny 

followed him and they were married 

in 1955 at an LCA (Lutheran Church 

in America) church in Cleveland, 

Ohio.  Much to her fatherôs chagrin, 

it was not a Missouri Synod 

congregation. 

Denny and Dick had two sons, Mark 

and David, who both reside in 

Livonia.   Denny is blessed to have 7 

grandchildren, and 3 great -

grandchildren.   Her beloved 

husband, Dick, passed away in 

2003.    

Denny taught school at Lincoln 

Elementary for many years and 

worshipped in the same location 

before Holy Trinity built its current 

building on Five Mile Rd.   She also 

remembers attending worship 

services in the Fellowship Hall 

during the construction phase of the 

current sanctuary.  She has seen 

many changes over the years and 

enjoyed her involvement in various 

activities and committees.   

Denny has been an active member of 

H o l y  T r i n i t y  f r o m  t h e 

beginning.  She taught Sunday 

school for many years and did 

volunteer work with the Tiny Tots 

program.  She proudly noted that 

two of her grandchildren attended 

pre-school at Tiny Tots.  Over the 

years, Denise has offered her home 

as one of the stops on the 

confirmation scavenger hunt and 

served the youth ice cream. 

CHARTER MEMBER SHARES 50 YEARS OF 

HOLY TRINITY MEMORIES  

continued on page 2 

Charter Member Denise Hostetter 



Charter Member Memories (continued from page 1) 

A regular attendee at WELCA and Leisure Timer events, Denny enjoys being part of an active 

congregation. She is an accomplished artist and helped create ornaments for our sanctuary Christmas 

tree.  She was active with our Womenôs group and still enjoys attending events sponsored by Holy 

Trinityôs Women of the ELCA.  She recently attended the 20th Share the Bounty where she was 

recognized as a Charter Member.  She has also served as an Altar Guild member and she remembers 

helping to cook countless meals for a variety of functions.  

Dennyôs favorite church season is Easter.  She loves the celebratory worship on Easter Sunday and the 

reminder of Godôs never ending promise of resurrection and eternal life.  She has made numerous 

friends over the past 50 years and has seen ñpastors comeéand pastors go.ò  She remembers attending 

services with the Abar and Affeldt families.    

 She feels blessed to be part of the Holy Trinity congregation and she said being a member has been a 

ñmarvelousò experience! 

Denny always has a twinkle in her eye and a bright smile for those who meet her in the narthex or in the 

pew.  She would be happy to share a memory or two with you- just ask her.  We wish her many more 

years filled with good health, happiness and Godôs richest blessings!  
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Leisure Timers Christmas Party scheduled for 
December 1 at Rockyôs Northville 

For the past several years, Pat Johnston plans throughout the whole year for 

the Leisure Timer's Christmas Party.  This year will be no exception. When 

our 2010 party ended, Pat got busy planning this yearôs partyðyou see, Pat 

makes sure that everyone attending receives a gift.  She works with the 

manager of Rocky's months ahead of time to make sure our date is reserved 

and the dinner is at the best price.  

We will again hold our Christmas party at 1:00 pm on Thursday, December 

1st at Rocky's Northville restaurant (on 7 Mile Road, west of Haggerty 

Road).  Donôt forget to sign-up on the kiosk!  

The November 3rd meeting did not have a lot of attendees, but we managed to have a very enjoyable time. 

We were pleased to have Helen Dickmann, Pat Johnston, and Jan Kalal able to be with us after health 

problems. After a bowl of hot soup, cheese and crackers, sandwiches, Jan Kalalôs delicious pumpkin pie 

and Jean Stegen's pumpkin bread, we enjoyed several games of dominos. Phyllis Williams brought 

enough apple cider and donuts to feed the congregation! Our small group had no problem devouring them 

after our other meal had settled. Pastor Golden shared lunch with us-we always welcome her company 

and support.          

         Yvonne Harris 
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Advent Mid - Week Beginning November 30  

Soup, Sandwiches and Salad served from 
5:30 -6:30 pm  

¶ Sign-up to bring soup for 30, salad and sandwich fixings.  We really 
appreciate our soup chefs! 

¶ Volunteers needed for set-up and clean-up. 

Youth Choir meets 
Wednesdays at  

6 pm  

Advent Worship at 6:30 pm  

Advent Service Projects begin at  7 pm  

Chancel Choir meets 
Wednesdays at  

7 pm  

November 30  December 7  

N.O.A.H. Lunch Preparation  
Sign-up for food donations 
on the narthex kiosk & 
donôt forget to make some  
cookies. 

December 21  December 14  

Join us for Evening Prayer and  a worship series - 
Lost in the Night - A Time of Hope and 
Expectation.  
 
Did you know?  
The Holden setting for Evening Prayer is especially 
beautiful and has become enormously popular, 
especially in Lutheran churches. It is called Holden  
because it was composed by Marty Haugen at Holden 
Village , a year-round Lutheran Center located in the 
North Cascade mountains of Washington State. 

http://www.holdenvillage.org/%20
http://www.holdenvillage.org/%20
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Cascades


Our congregation supplies St. Christineôs food pantry 
with canned and boxed food on a regular basis.  In 
addition, our staff helps those in need of groceries 
from our food pantry.  As we head toward the 
holidays, letôs fill our grocery cart, once again, to 
brimming status.  We all pitched in and did our part 
last time, letôs do it again this fall. 

In December we will focus on dinner items.   

Week of December 3 & 4 - Taco kits and salsa. 

Week of December 10 & 11 - Hamburger helper 
and canned veggies. 

Week of December 17 & 18 - canned tuna or 
chicken and ramen noodles. 

Week of December 24 & 25 - Spaghetti sauce and 
noodles. 

Feed the Need -  Fill the Pantry  

A mission challenge to fill our pantry to over -flowing  

The Kids Hope USA ministry continues to flourish. Our mentors, with the 
support of our prayer partners, are making a positive impact in the lives of 
the children at Randolph Elementary.  Here are a few stories that our 
mentors have shared about their experience. 

From Mim Nordstrom: When I met with my student this year, she 
gave me a note that she had written with her momôs help. It said 
that she likes me! I feel super!  

From Bob Hawkins: At the end of our second meeting, my 
student asked, ñAre you coming back tomorrow?ò 

From Debbie LaFontaine: When explaining that I would not be 
able to meet with my student next week due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, he said, ñYou could come on Monday 
ï we have school then!ò 

From Pastor Werner: After my first meeting with my student, he 
asked, ñCan you come to my class and stay all day?ò 

From Karen DiTommaso: When I picked up my student she said, 
ñThis is why I love Mondays.ò It warmed my heart. 

Praise God for this community outreach. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 Comments from our Mentors & Students  

The need is great.  

The opportunity  
is vast.  

The idea is simple:  

One Child.  

One Hour.  

One Church.  

One School.  

Saturday, December 10, 9:00 am  

Decorating the Church 
for Christmas  

Youôre invited to help dress the church 
for Christmas! There are trees to 
decorate, wreaths to hang and garlands 
to fluff.  Come out on Saturday 
morning, December 10 at 9 am and 
plan to stay for a pizza luncheon.  

December 31, 5:00 pm and January,1 10:00  amDecember 31, 5:00 pm and January,1 10:00  amDecember 31, 5:00 pm and January,1 10:00  am   
Lessons and Carols for the Name of Jesus - Come and Learn more about Chrismons 
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